Lesson Outline: The Charmed Church

Text: Hells Spells, Chapter 5
Theme: Recognizing and resisting spiritual deception within the church

Opening Scripture

Galatians 3:1 (KJV, emphasis added):
“O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ
hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?”

Galatians 3:2 (TLB):
“Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by keeping the Law? Of course not, for the
Holy Spirit came upon you only after you believed the message you heard about Christ.”

Definition: Bewitched (Biblical Context)

* The act of casting a spell
* To charm, fascinate, and please to such a degree that it removes resistance
* A spiritual influence that dulls discernment and weakens obedience

Introduction: How Can Hell’s Influence Enter the Church?

* Paul confronts the church at Galatia for being “bewitched”

* This church was founded during his missionary journey—he loved them deeply
* His rebuke reflects correction rooted in love

* They had turned from truth to deception

God’s Loving Discipline

Hebrews 12:6 (KJV):
“For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.”

Ilustration: Misplaced Worship

Acts 14:14-15 (KJV):

“Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people,
crying out,

And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that
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ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all
things that are therein:”

Key Truth

Anytime we exalt the men of God above the God of men, the church has been charmed.

THE CHARMED CHURCH

1. Honoring Men Before God

Teaching Points

* Ministers are not to be worshipped

* Danger: falling in love with the messenger over the message
A charmed church elevates personalities above Christ

Application

» Examine who or what receives your highest devotion
» Keep Christ central in all things

2. Believing You Can Earn God’s Grace

Teaching Points

* Judaizers taught salvation required works + Christ
* This undermines the finished work of Jesus

Galatians 4:11 (KJV):
“I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.”

Galatians 3:1 (TLB):
“Oh, foolish Galatians! What magician has hypnotized you and cast an evil spell upon you? For you used to see
the meaning of Jesus Christ’s death as clearly as though I had shown you a picture of his death on the cross.”

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV):
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
not by works, so that no one can boast.”



Key Truths

* Jesus doesn’t save and—He saves, period
* Nothing can add to His finished work

* Grace is a gift, not a wage

Application

* Reject performance-based faith
* Rest in the completed work of Christ

3. Opinions of Man Over the Agenda of God

Teaching Points

* A charmed church prioritizes comfort over calling
* Cold, exclusive, judgmental environments repel the lost

Key Principle

* People can belong before they believe
* The Holy Spirit convicts (catches) and Christ cleanses

Truth Declaration
It’s not our opinion that matters—it’s God’s agenda.
Application

* Align church culture with God’s mission
* Create environments of grace and truth

4. No Need to Change

Teaching Points

* A lack of transformation signals deception
» Salvation produces real change

Ephesians 2:8-10 (NIV):
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
not by works, so that no one can boast.

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do.”



2 Corinthians 5:17 (KJV):
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.”

1 Corinthians 6:11 (KJV):
“And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”

Key Truths

* You are not God’s afterthought

» Salvation transforms identity and lifestyle

* The church must reflect that same grace toward others

Application

* Pursue ongoing transformation
* Extend grace while expecting growth

S. Competition Between Churches

Teaching Points

* The kingdom is not built on competition
» We are called to make disciples, not trade members

Key Principles

* Complete, don’t compete

* Be the church, not just attend

+ Kingdom-minded believers reject division

Application

* Support other ministries
* Focus on kingdom impact over personal recognition

Conclusion

The gospel we preach is not weak—it is powerful, complete, and transformative. The same truth that saved us is
more than sufficient to save the world.

We cannot afford to be charmed, distracted, or spiritually dulled. This gospel breaks chains, opens blind eyes,
and brings life to the dead. There is no spell from hell strong enough to overpower the truth of Jesus Christ.



Final Charge

Let us walk in discernment, stand firm in grace, and live out a faith that is pure, powerful, and unshaken—
because the gospel is still enough.
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